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T he Marina Times provides community oriented news to the residents of San Francisco’s 
a�  uent Marina and Cow Hollow neighborhoods.  Along with covering local news, the 
publication includes features on the arts, events, sports, business and local merchants. 

The Marina Times’ 20,000 monthly copies are mostly hand-delivered, door-to-door to homes, 
condos, apartments and businesses.  Advertising rates are unparalleled, o� ering clients a very 
low CPM that beats every other publication.

The median age of Marina Times readers is 33.7 -- 54.1% are female and 45.9% male.  Average 
household income: $159,019.  Median home value: $1,879,639.  Eighty-two percent have a col-
lege degree or higher.
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It is almost a requirement to begin 
any story about the Presidio of San 
Francisco with a description of its 
breathtaking beauty. The lush forests, 

hiking trails, bike paths, scenic views, hilly 
slopes, and native 
animal life that once 
formed a premier army 
base for more than 
200 years are now part 
of the nation’s newest 
national park.

The Presidio was 
actually established in 
1776 by Spain; the 
United States Army 
did not take posses-
sion until 1846. From 
that date, officers and enlisted men not 
only protected the city of San Francisco 
and surrounding areas, but also continued 
to improve the quality of life within the 
Presidio’s 1,400-plus acres. In 1994, the 
United States military turned the Presidio 
over to the National Park Service; in 1996, 
Congress created 
the Presidio Trust to 
oversee operations. 
The Trust must be 
self-sustaining by 
2013, according to 
Congressional man-
date.

Recently, visitors 
stood in the center 
of a wide expanse of 
lawn, visualizing the 
scene that dates back 
more than 100 years, 
when the sod below their feet was dirt and 
served as the Main Parade Grounds for the 
Presidio of San Francisco.

To the west of the grounds are four newly 
rehabilitated structures, now offices, but 
once inhabited by army bachelors. These 
residences on the western side of the parade 
grounds housed the 
single men stationed 
at the Presidio; to 
the east were houses 
for officers who were 
married. Until World 
War II, only officers 
were allowed to be 
married. 

The conversion 
from military post to 
national park is creat-
ing a center consisting 
of both nonprofit and for-profit organiza-
tions, as well as private residences. Perhaps 
the most well known, George Lucas’s 
Letterman Digital Arts Center, is currently 
the largest, but there are many more areas 
in those 1,400 acres that are undergoing 
change. All renovations are brought up 
to current codes for safety and seismic 
requirements, and wherever possible, origi-
nal materials are used or upgraded.

According to Elena Anaya, the Presidio 

Trust’s real estate leasing agent, all of the 
rehabs must meet strict requirements set 
by United States Interior Department stan-
dards and the Historic Compliance Group.

“Also, no house may be bought in the 
Presidio, only rented,” 
Anaya said.
  The most recently 
completed rehabilita-
tions are the homes 
along Funston Row, 
the oldest Victorian 
streetscape in San 
Francisco.
  The floors of one 
of the Funston Row 
two-story houses, now 
leased as a duplex to 

two separate businesses, are original but 
look brand new. The two bathrooms, while 
upgraded, boast original claw foot bathtubs 
– a unique feature not usually found in 
financial offices.

The original row of buildings faced 
west, according to Presidio Trust historian 

Randolph Delehanty, 
Ph.D.
   “Every day at 
about 3 p.m., a fierce 
wind kicked up and 
forced porch sitters 
to go inside. In the 
rehabbing process, 
the houses were not 
physically moved, but 
the design created a 
reversal: The front 
door now faces east 
with the back door 

now a target of the San Francisco wind,” 
Delehanty said.

Near the Funston Row officers’ houses are 
four homes built in 1885 for the post’s high-
est-ranking officers and their families. The 
following is a portion of the history of these 
buildings, written by Dr. Delehanty for 

the winter 2008 issue 
of At the Presidio: 
A Seasonal Guide to 
the Park:

   “Though common-
ly referred to as 
‘Queen Annes,’ these 
handsome houses 
are best described 
as Eastlake, or Stick 
style, because of 
their angular design. 

Presidio soldiers built the stone and concrete 
foundations and contractor John J. Crowley 
erected the wood frame buildings. They 
exhibit a variety of wood sheathing includ-
ing clapboard, decorative shingle work, and 
vertical boards under their eaves. Their 
steep gable roofs, now covered with asphalt 
shingles, have deeply overhanging eaves 
supported by decorative brackets. … Their 
wrap-around verandas were later glassed in 

Rehabbing the Presidio 
of San Francisco
By Marilyn Damon Diamond

The Marina District became the 
beneficiary of impromptu, astute 
planning by the mayor’s office and 
SFPD brass on a sunny, windy, 

Wednesday, April 9, as the Olympic torch 
was diverted from its planned course along the 
Embarcadero – 
onto Van Ness 
Avenue, west 
down Bay 
Street and then 
over to Marina 
Boulevard.

The torch run 
turned into a wild 
goose chase after 
last minute chang-
es, and hundreds 
of Pacific Heights, 
Cow Hollow and 
Marina residents 
took advantage of the serendipity, lining 
the streets of the neighborhoods to catch a 
glimpse of the torch.

“We were in our office watching on televi-
sion when the torch wound up in our back-
yard,” said Jami Antwan, league director at 
the Golden Gate Sport and Social Club on 
Lombard Street. “We walked down to Van 
Ness and boom, there it was.”

The streets on the north side of the City 
have not seen such spontaneous combustion 
since Jonny Moseley and his gang of merry 
ski adventurers took over the Fillmore hill in 
September 2005.

The torch was first ignited at the opening 
ceremony around 1 p.m., next to the Willie 
McCovey statue at McCovey Point. From 
there, the relay took an unexpected turn. For 
20 minutes, the flame disappeared from pub-
lic view, as organizers and torchbearers ducked 
into Pier 48 to chart their strategy. Worldwide 

Dramatic day as the Olympic torch 
run comes to the Marina
By Michael Murphy

Claire Lilienthal welcomes the 
Marina community to Mayfair
By Bekki Mason

If you think they just don’t have old-fash-
ioned grade school carnivals anymore, 
mark your calendar for Saturday, May 10, 
when the Marina’s own Claire Lilienthal 

elementary school hosts Mayfair 2008. From 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the Divisadero Street 
schoolyard will welcome students, parents and 
neighbors to join in the fun with games, arts 
and crafts, raffles, food, and live music.

Every year for the past 27 years, parents 
of Claire Lilienthal students have planned 
and produced Mayfair, the school’s second 
biggest fundraiser of the year. Principal 
William Hack looks at it as far more than 
a fundraiser, though. He says, “Mayfair is a 
great opportunity for neighbors to find out 
more about the campus – to come see what a 
friendly community it is and what a diverse 
community it is.” 

Claire Lilienthal’s total student body is split 
between two campuses. The Winfield Scott 
Campus in the Marina (on Divisadero Street 
between North Point and Beach) houses 480 
third through eighth grade students. A second 
Madison Campus (on Sacramento Street at 
Arguello) houses 240 kindergarten through 
second grade students. Both campuses come 
together to put on Mayfair.

Each class hosts a game booth they design, 
with 50¢ to $1 games suitable for all age 
ranges. An arts and crafts center is set up 
in the school auditorium, offering activity 
stations for make-it-yourself projects – last 
year’s favorites were the handmade luggage 
tags. There will also be a bouncy house and 
climbing wall to help burn off any lingering 
excess energy.

media and thousands of protestors, support-
ers and spectators had gathered nearby to 
watch and participate in the historic event.

Instead of moving on foot from McCovey 
Cove to Fisherman’s Wharf as planned, the 
torch was driven by caravan to Van Ness and 

Ellis, where its 
sudden appear-
ance thrilled the 
San Franciscans 
who were sur-
prised witnesses 
to the abrupt 
change in course.
  Mayor Gavin 

Newsom said 
the decision to 
alter the route 
was made shortly 
after the torch 
was lit, when it 

was briefly held aloft by Chinese Olympic 
officials. According to the mayor, police offi-
cials said they could not assure that growing 
crowds along the route could be contained.

“It was a simple decision,” Newsom said. 
“Do we cancel the event or do we change the 
event to assure the safety and security of the 
torchbearers?”

There was no police disinformation – in 
fact, there was no information at all as confu-
sion reigned. The day became a giant chess 
game for organizers, and San Francisco streets 
formed the board as speculation and anticipa-
tion filled the air.

“By 1:30, the torch would not have made 
it one block down the Embarcadero with the 
thousands of pro-Tibet and China supporters 
agitating for a confrontation,” observed Louis 
Corrao, a 41-year-old Cow Hollow resident. 
“The Chinese [supporters] were especially 

Bruce 
Bellingham

Is this the 
city with 

the hills? 
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A Funston Row home during the 1880s 
PHOTOS: COuRTESY OF PRESIdIO TRuST

Typical exterior damage before renovation

The torch makes its way down Marina Boulevard

Newly renovated Funston Row homes
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Didn’t know there was a San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art Artists 
Gallery in Fort Mason Center?

Well, you’re not alone.
Many San Franciscans are unaware that Fort 

Mason Center (FMC) is home to nearly two 
dozen hidden treasures – all vital nonprofit 
organizations that contribute to an unparal-
leled quality of life in San 
Francisco. The SFMOMA 
Artists Gallery is one of 
those treasures.

Located in Building A 
in the former military base, 
the two-story structure dis-
plays and stores art in every 
nook and cranny of the 
space, generating an indus-
trial loft ambiance.

It was in 1978 that 
Marian Parmenter and Sally 
Lilienthal founded the gal-
lery to provide a venue for 
the works of local, talented 
artists. The efforts of the 
two art aficionados did not 
stop with simply showcas-
ing the art; they devised a 
system whereby individu-
als and corporations could 
rent pieces for a specified time and nominal 
fee to see if they would like to own a particular 
work. Today, there are thousands of pieces of 
modern art – including paintings, sculptures, 
photographs, and other original works – that 
are available for rent or purchase. Additionally, 
the gallery organizes exhibitions and helps with 
art installations.

A New Director

Newly named executive director Maria Medua 
was chosen to succeed Marian Parmenter, who 
served in that position for 30 years. Today, 
Medua and her staff of seven are responsible for 
fulfilling the goals of Ms. Parmenter and Ms. 
Lilienthal, who passed away in 2006.

Medua has been in the director’s chair for 
only two months, but clearly is comfortable 
in her new setting. She brings to the gallery an 
impressive resume. Prior to her promotion, she 
worked as the corporate art coordinator under 
Parmenter for two years. Before coming to the 
gallery, Medua was with the County of Kauai 
Office of Economic Development, where she 
was responsible for public programs that sup-
ported economic development throughout the 
county. Along with her husband, she was a 
partner in BOOM Art Gallery in Honolulu, 
where she worked to make contemporary art 
accessible, and provided much-needed sup-
port and exposure to emerging and established 
Hawaiian artists. In San Francisco, Medua 
worked as the site manager for a two-year 
public art program commissioned by Capp 
Street Project, with the help of a grant from 
the Wallace Alexander Gerborde Foundation. 
She has an M.A. in creative arts from San 
Francisco State University, a B.F.A. in media 
from Massachusetts College of Art and Design, 

and a B.A. in romance languages from Boston 
College.

Founding of the Gallery

Marian Parmenter describes the founding of 
the gallery: “Sally and I were both artists and 
she was on the SFMOMA board. I ran a gallery 

in the City, and she asked 
me to be her partner in the 
new venture.”
  “We were very fortu-
nate in that Sally person-
ally financed the gallery for 
two years until it became 
self-sustaining. She paid 
for the Fort Mason reno-
vation [Fort Mason had 
been turned over to the 
National Park Service the 
previous year and still 
resembled a military base] 
and we hired a fine archi-
tect, James Wintersteen, 
who also happened to 
be my former husband,” 
Parmenter added, with a 
twinkle in her voice. 
   When they opened in 
1978, only Greens, the 

famed vegetarian restaurant, and one or two 
other nonprofits had moved into FMC.

Self-sufficient After Two Years

By 1980, the gallery no longer needed 
financing; Parmenter points out that in 30 
years of operation, the nonprofit gallery has 
earned $16 million. After paying the artists, 
staff and overhead each year, remaining profits 
are donated to the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art for educational programs.

The rental program has proved to be a huge 
boon to artists, and is geared toward both 
individual and corporate clients. In 1978, there 
were only about four or five such programs 
nationwide, according to Medua. 

“There aren’t that many more today. The 
Los Angeles County Museum of Modern Art 
and the Cordova in Massachusetts have similar 
programs, but the number has grown very 
little,” Medua said

Art may be rented with or without an option 
to buy at the end of a maximum period of 
nine months. Rental rates are based on the sale 
price, and if the work is ultimately purchased, 
half of the rental fee goes toward the sale. The 
artist also receives 50 percent of the rental fees 
and 60 percent of the sale price. Equally if not 
more important, the artist gets support and 
exposure by having his or her works exhibited 
at the Artists Gallery. Medua estimates that 
more than 1,000 artists are currently repre-
sented.

The only event approaching a fundraising 
activity sponsored by the Artists Gallery is the 
annual Artists Gallery Sale, to be held this year 
from Wednesday, May 7, through Sunday, 
May 11, at Fort Mason. In its 15th year, the 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery thrives at 
Fort Mason Center
By Marilyn Damon Diamond

Opening Day on 
the Bay is Sunday, 
April 27, welcom-

ing mariners back to San 
Francisco Bay for a new 
season of boating. The 
annual celebration features 
a nautical parade of deco-
rated boats representing 
yacht clubs and local boat-
ing interests from through-
out Northern California. 

With the theme of 
“Mother Goose and 
Friends,” this year’s deco-
rated boat competition 
should provide for some 
great entertainment. Up to 250 recreational 
boats are expected to participate, including 
some classic motor and sail-powered vessels 
over 100 years old. The parade provides a 
unique opportunity to see these special boats 
sailing close to shore, so land-loving specta-
tors can enjoy the event from Crissy Field to 
Pier 39. 

The Opening Day on the Bay parade was 
started in 1917 by the Pacific Inter-Club 
Yacht Association (PICYA), which today rep-
resents over 100 yacht clubs in Northern 
California. Sailing from the Golden Gate 
Bridge to just past Pier 39, the 91-year-old 
parade is now the United States largest, and 
has been covered by CNN in the past. The 
parade has four classes of competition, based 

April marks the official start of 
the Bay boating season
By Bekki Mason

Paramedics snap into action 
on Union Street to save heart 
attack victim
By Bruce Bellingham

Paramedics were called to a Union 
Street restaurant on Palm Sunday, 
March 16, to aid a customer who 
had suddenly taken ill. At about 

the same time, Roberto 
Montoya, an artist and 
well-known denizen of Cow 
Hollow, suffered a heart 
attack on the sidewalk just 
a block away. An unknown 
witness alerted the nearby 
paramedics, who came to 
Montoya’s aid.

“I cannot say how grate-
ful I am to the paramedics 
to rush to Roberto, treat 
him on the scene, and get 
him to California Pacific 
Medical Center so quickly,” said Michael 
Somers, Roberto’s longtime companion. 
“They saved his life for sure.”

Montoya’s heart had stopped and 
required several jolts from the defibrilla-

tor to get it going again. He suffered no 
broken bones or brain damage “because 
of the incredibly fast intervention of so 
many caring, local people,” according to 

Somers.
Roberto, 71, is now out 

of intensive care at Kaiser 
Hospital.

“Everyone on the street 
did what they could to 
help.” Somers recalled. “I 
am so proud of this neigh-
borhood.”

Montoya is a familiar 
figure on Union Street. 
He likes to sport a drag-
on-shaped broach with a 
ruby in it, as well as wear 

an emerald frog pinned to his jacket. A 
native of Columbia, Roberto has lived 
on Union Street since 1964, and is 
associated with the Artwork Gallery on 
Geary Street.

on the type of boat entered. Decorations are 
judged on three merits: conformity to the 
parade theme; originality and effort, with 
trophies awarded to each entry class; and an 
overall best of parade winner.

There is also the opportunity to view the 
decorated boat parade from the PICYA com-
mittee boat, the luxury yacht, Chardonnay. 
For $85 per person, you can enjoy a light 
breakfast, gourmet lunch, no host bar, and a 
spectacular front-row view of the boat parade. 
Call 510-812-4404 for more information.

The parade starts at 1200 hours (that’s 
noon for you landlubbers) and should last 
about one and a half hours. For more infor-
mation, you can contact PICYA at 925-323-
7282 or www.picya.org.

Bruce 
Bellingham

Posterity’s 
just around 
the corner 
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Cow Hollow resident 
Roberto Montoya
PHOTO: JAne Lidz 

Marian Parmenter stands behind 
an Ann Weber sculpture at the 
Artists Gallery 
PHOTO: JeAnnie O’COnnOR

“Full Moon” from the island Yacht Club won first place in the 
2007 Opening day parade
PHOTO: PACiFiC inTeR-CLub YACHT ASSOCiATiOn
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DEMOGRAPHICS
	 MARINA TIMES	 CITY	  				 

FEMALE 	 54.1%	 49.5%	

MALE	 45.9%	 50.5%

MEDIAN AGE	 33.7	 39.4

COLLEGE OR HIGHER	 82.6%	 50.1%

MEDIAN HHI	 $159,019	 $73,180

MEDIAN HOME VALUE	 $1,879,639	 $726,700
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Marina Times Circulation Comparison
MARINA TIMES COMPARED TO OTHER PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTED

IN THE MARINA/COW HOLLOW NEIGHBORHOODS

	 	 	
	 	

*The circulation numbers from the publications listed above were compiled using 
information taken from their media kits and interviews with their sale representatives

PUBLICATION                   CIRCULATION

MARINA TIMES 				                                   20,000 copies	

THE MONTHLIES
Nob Hill Gazette	 	 	                       12,000
SF Magazine	                  2,200
7x7	                             4,800	

THE WEEKLIES
Bay Guardian 	 	           3,500
SF Weekly	                      2,900	

THE DAILIES
Examiner	                                              9,000
Chronicle	                             4,808

THE MICRO-DAILIES
San Francisco Daily	               1,575
City Star	              1,260	
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Marina Times Advertising Rate Comparison
MARINA TIMES COMPARED TO OTHER PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTED

IN THE MARINA/COW HOLLOW NEIGHBORHOODS

PUBLICATION	 CIRCULATION	 FULL PAGE	 COST/1,000 COPIES

MARINA TIMES	 20,000	 $1,200	 $60

THE MICRO-DAILIES	
San Francisco Daily	 1,575	 $4,800	 $3,000
City Star	 1,260	 $2,500	 $1,923

THE MONTHLIES
Nob Hill Gazette	 12,000	 $5,580	 $465
SF Magazine	 2,200	 $7,485	 $2,495
7x7	 4,800	 $5,790	 $1,158

THE DAILIES				  
Chronicle	 4,808	 $8,605	 $1,721
Examiner	 9,000	 $3,818	 $424

THE WEEKLIES
Bay Guardian	 3,500	 $3,365	 $962
SF Weekly	 2,900	 $5,070	 $1,690
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Marina Times Display Rate Card
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2008

RATES
Ad Sizes	 1 MONTH	 3 MONTHS	 6 MONTHS	 12 MONTHS		 				  

Full page	 $1320	 $1190	 $1125	 $1060

1/2 page	 $715	 $645	 $610	 $575

1/3 page	 $533	 $480	 $455	 $430

1/4 page	 $415	 $370	 $350	 $330

1/6 page	 $320	 $288	 $270	 $255

1/8 page	 $245	 $225	 $210	 $200

1/12 page	 $195	 $175	 $165	 $155

1/16 page   	 $140	 $125	 $118	 $110

AD SIZE	 WIDTH	 HEIGHT	 				 

Full page	 10”	 16”

1/2 page horizontal	 10” 	 7.875” 
1/2 page vertical	 4.936”	 16” 

1/3 page horizontal	 7.5”	 7”
1/3 page vertical	 4.936”	 10.5”

1/4 page vertical	 4.936”	 7.875” 

1/6 page vertical	 2.375”	 10” 
1/6 page horizontal	 4.936”	 5” 

1/8 page	 4.936”	 3.875” 

1/12 page vertical	 2.375”	 5” 
1/12 page horizontal	 4.936”	 2.5 ” 

1/16 page	 2.375”	 3.75” 

FREQUENCY
Published monthly 

CIRCULATION
20,000 copies

DISTRIBUTION AREAS
Marina & Cow Hollow, Pacific 
Heights, Union Street, Chestnut 
Street, Fort Mason, The Presidio

METHOD OF DISTRIBUTION
16,000 Home delivered

4,000 Distributed through 
key retail outlets, including 
restaurants, cafes, bookstores, 
grocery stores, etc.

DEADLINES

Space reservation: 
approximately 15th of each month 
prior to publication month. 

Artwork due: approximately  
18th of each month prior to 
publication month.

Marina Times, at its discretion,  
under special circumstances,  
may extend deadlines.	

PAYMENT
Due within 10 days of  
invoice date.  
Visa, Mastercard or American 
Express preferred.

PAYMENT ADDRESS
Marina Times
3053 Fillmore Street, Suite 238
San Francisco, CA 94123

DISPLAY AD MECHANICALS
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Advertising Contract
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Northside Publications to run advertisements in:
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Cost:	

Special terms/agreements:
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Date
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